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Research Enhancement Activity

Funding for students commencing October 2019 onwards

      This document refers throughout to full time students: equivalents apply pro-rata to part-time students.
Introduction: Research Enhancement Activities

Research Activity Enhancement funds will be awarded to outstanding students who can prove that the additional time will achieve at least one of the three goals of this fund.  The REA is not to make up for any lost time during the period of the PhD but to increase the impact of the PhD in one of the following ways:

1. Significantly enhancing the doctoral research project in ways that could not have been foreseen at the time of application.  If an event of any type is planned as part of this application, it should be clarified that the outputs will either form part of the final thesis submission, or that they will significantly inform, influence or determine the final thesis submission.
2. Supporting students where the nature of the PhD has changed significantly since the application, where the change is for research-based enhancement reasons not including covid-19 and personal circumstances
3. Increasing the impact of the doctoral research project and final thesis submission outwith the academy 


Please note, these funds are for exceptional work, above and beyond what could have been foreseen at the outset of the thesis research. It is expected that projects evolve and whether this is classed as exceptional will be the decision of the review board.  These funds are NOT designed to merely extend the funded period of ‘preparation for submission’. Students and supervisors are expected to design work plans that will enable completion of the thesis within the timeframe specified in the original funding application. In exceptional cases Techne will consider requests where unforeseen research circumstances evolved during the initial phases of research. The extension to funding and the submission date can be extended to no more than 4 years.
Please note that the REA extension will not be confirmed until Techne has received the post-REA report form.

REAs that cover students spending time as Visiting Researchers will be considered on a case-by-case basis.

1. Who/what is eligible?
· Only Techne AHRC funded doctoral students commencing their AHRC funding from October 2019 onwards are eligible.
· Students on fees-only awards may receive extensions to fee payments but not any maintenance.

· Only Techne students who were originally awarded less than 4 years of funding are eligible.
· Students must apply at least 12 months before their original funding and submission end date.
· Applications for activities that enhance the research through one of the three goals of the scheme listed above. 
2. What is not eligible? 

· Applications which take students beyond the maximum four years of funding.

· Retrospective applications.

· Techne Associates are not eligible as they do not receive AHRC funding.

· Applications for activities/ continuation of activities that were planned in the original doctoral funding application or that could reasonably have been foreseen at the point of application (i.e. these funds are not intended to cover bad planning or time-management on the part of the student).

· Applications that are prompted by the need to extend the submission deadline, rather than focusing on additional research activities.
· Applications that focus on the production of post-doctoral applications or research publications from the PhD. 
· Financial support (other than extension to maintenance and fees) for the research activity. Students should use their Research Training Support Grant (RTSG) for this purpose.
3. Criteria for Assessment 

Applications will be considered according to the criteria below by the Director or Deputy Director of Techne and if necessary, referred to the Techne Management Group.
1. The quality of the research done to date, and then depending on nature of the application; 

2. Justification for and the potential of the proposed activity to significantly enhance the doctoral research project

3. The potential of the proposed activity to enhance the impact of the doctoral research project beyond the academy   
It is likely that the applicant’s record of attendance at Techne Congresses and Welcome Event (mandatory events) will also be taken into account. 
4. Applying
Applications should be made by the student and their supervisor on the form below at any time before the student enters the final 12 months prior to the original submission date and should be emailed to techne@rhul.ac.uk. All applications will be acknowledged and decisions will be communicated to applicants by the Techne administrative team.
5. Reporting
A short report on the activity focussing on its benefits and outcomes should be submitted to Techne within one month of its end. A report template can be found at the end of this guidance. 
NOTE:  funding extensions will only be confirmed on submission of the post REA completion report at the end of this application.
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Funding Application Form 
Please abide by the word count maximums for each section and return this form to techne@rhul.ac.uk
	1. Your name
	

	2. Your email address
	

	3. University
	

	4. Start date of AHRC funding (month and year)
	

	5. Duration of AHRC funding (in months)
	

	6. Are you full-time or part-time?
	

	7. Have you previously been granted any extensions to your submission date?  If so please give their length and a brief indication of the circumstances, if you feel comfortable doing so
	

	8. How many additional months are you applying for? 
	

	9. Number of mandatory Congresses attended
	

	10. Supervisor’s email address
	

	11.  Your research title
	

	12. Abstract of your doctoral research project (max 250 words)

	

	13. Please detail your achievements during your doctoral research. This might include brief details of conference presentations, publications etc. It should also detail your involvement in technē events, including Congresses. (max 300 words)

	

	14. Describe the research enhancement activity to be undertaken and how it relates to at least one of the three key goals of these funds (max 400 words)


	


	15. Detailed timetable of enhancement activity to be undertaken and justification for additional time (max words 300)

	

	16. To be completed by the lead supervisor: Please:
1.  Comment on the necessity for the activities outlined above, and confirm why these were not identified at the point of application
2. Please confirm that the applicant is on track to submit their thesis by the due funding end date/submission date.
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Please complete this form if you have received an extension to your maintenance and/or fees in order to undertake a Research Enhancement Activity and return it to techne@rhul.ac.uk . Techne will use it in its reporting to the AHRC, and to improve policies and processes for students.
	a. Your name:

	

	b. Your email address:

	

	c. Institution:

	

	d. Current year of study: 

	

	e. Supervisor’s name and email address:

	

	f. Your research title:

	

	g. Start and end dates of activity 

	

	h. Please outline what you did during your activity (max 100 words)

	

	i. Please detail the impact of the activities on your PhD in line with your REA application form (max 100 words)

	

	j. Please detail any impact of the activities beyond the academy (max 100 words)

	

	k. Please detail any other impacts of these activities (e.g. on your career) (max 100 words)

	

	l. Any other comments:
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